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Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 


Joseph  Smith,  the  great  Prophet  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  the  head  under 
God,  of  the.  glorious  dispensation  of  the 
Gospel,  designated  as  "The  Dispensa- 
tion of  the  Fullness  of  Times,"  was  born 
the   little   town   of    Sharon,    Windsor 

iiiily.  Vermont,  Dee.  23rd,  180."">.  Like 
the  parentage  of  the  Messiah  and  the.  an- 
eieni     Prophets,    his    were    poor,    in    the 


BY  APOSTLE  M.  F.  COWLEY. 

and  veneration  for  God,  and  human  lib- 
erty. During  his  entire  career  he  up- 
held two  great  truths,  which  have  ever 
since  characterized  the  Latter  Day 
Saints.  One  was  that  all  mankind  should 
have,  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Al- 
mighty God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciences,  "let  them  worship 
how,    where,    or    what    they    may;"    the 


taught  him  to  be  industrious,  temperate, 
virtuous,   God-fearing  and   honest   in   all 

the  transactions  of  life.  Those  who  knew 
him  intimately  from  youth  to  the  time 
of  his  martyrdom  in  1S44.  testify  that 
these  noble  (nialities  characterized  his 
life  without  variation  from  childhood  to 
the  grave.  He  had  five  brothers  and 
three  sisters,  all  well  disposed,  honest,  in 


JOSEPH. 


HYRUM. 


riches  of  the  world,  yet  rich  in  the  pos- 
session of  those  noble  traits  of  character 
which  go  to  make,  men  good  and  great  in 
the  sight  of  Him  "who  judgeth  not  by 
the  seeing  of  the  eye  nor  the  hearing 
of  the  ear,"  but  knows  the  heart  of  all 
His  children.  Joseph  Smith  was  a  de- 
scendant on  both  sides  of  the  house,  of 
the  early  founders  of  New  England,  and 
indeed  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 
He  imbibed  from  his  progenitors  a  love 


other  was  that  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed  by  the  inspir- 
ation of  the.  Almighty  which  rested  upon 
the  patriots  who  founded  our  government. 
Throughout  life  he  maintained  this- doc- 
trine by  precept  and  example,  and  im- 
pressed his  people  so  strongly  with  these 
views  that  they  have  become  the  house- 
hold teaching  of  parents  to  children  in 
all  the  Stakes  of  Ziou  and  branches  of 
the  Church. 
The  example  of  the  Prophet's  parents 


dustrious.  and  upright  people.  When  Jo- 
seph was  about  10  years  of  age  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Palmyra,  New  York,  and 
four  years  later  they  moved  to  Manches- 
ter, same  county.  He  was  now  14  years 
of  age.  old  enough  to  think  and  reason 
for  himself.  It  was  a  time  of  religion* 
enthusiasm  and  Joseph  became  greatly 
interested  in  matters  of  religion.  He  be- 
gan to  inquire  relative  to  the  salvation  of 
his  soul.  In  this  condition  of  mind  he 
attended    a  joint   sectarian   revival,   held 
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hy  Methodists,  Baptists,  Presbyterians, 
etc.  lie  listened  attentively  with  n 
prayerful  heart,  the  inclination  to  crit- 
icise being  farthest  from  his  thoughts. 
During  the  proceedings  of  the  revival, 
he  became  keenly  impressed  with  two 
great  Tacts,  cine  was  that  while  they  all 
professed  Christ,  they  entertained  con- 
flicting views  relative  to  the  doctrines 
which  Jesus  and  His  apostles  taught  as 
being  essential  to  salvation;  the  other 
important  lesson  which  he  learned  was 
that  the  ministers  of  the  denominations 
represented,  were  jealous  and  envious  of 
each  other  in  relation  to  the  converts 
which  came  forward  and  joined  the  re- 
spective churches  represented  on  that  oc- 
casion. He  concluded  that  God  was  not 
the  author  of  this  confusion,  and  that 
he  could  come  to  no  certain  knowledge  of 
the  truth  from  men  preaching  conflict- 
ing theories,  yet  each  saying  of  his  own 
denomination:  "This  is  the  way,  follow 
me."  Under  these  circumstances  of  un- 
certainty Joseph  betook  himself  to  a 
careful  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  His 
heart  was  prayerful.  He  was  honest  to 
God  and  man.  He  wanted  to  know  the 
truth.  He  knew,  as  all  right  thinking 
people  must  know,  that  all  conflicting 
creeds  could  not  be  acceptable  to  God. 
For  He  is  "not  the  author  of  confusion" 
but  peace,  and  perfect  order.  In  his  pe- 
rusal of  the  New  Testament  he.  came  to 
the  1st  chapter  and  5th  verse  of  James, 
which  reads  as  follows:  "If  any  of  you 
lack  wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God,  that 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraideth 
not,  and  it  shall  be  given  him,"  etc. 

Joseph  was  deeply  impressed  with  this 
sacred  promise,  he  knew  that  he  lacked 
wisdom.  He  could  not  obtain  that  wis- 
dom from  uninspired  men  whose  theories 
of  God  and  the  plan  of  salvation  were  a 
plain  contradiction.  He  must  therefore 
remain  in  darkness  or  take  the  advice, 
of  the  Apostle  James  and  ask  of  God. 
This  he  determined  to  do.  and  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  exercise  of  his  faith, 
is  in  his  own  language: 

"It  was  on  the  morning  of  a  beautiful, 
clear  day,  early  in  the  spring  of  1820.  It 
was  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  had 
made  such  an  attempt,  for  amidst  all 
my  anxieties  I  had  never  as  yet  made 
the  attempt  to  pray  vocally.  After  I  had 
retiied  into  the  place  where.  I  had  pre- 
viously designed  to  go,  having  looked 
around  me  and-  finding  myself  alone,  I 
kneeled  down,  and  began  to  offer  up  the 
dfesires  of  my  heart  to  God.  I  had  scarce- 
ly done  so,  when  immediately,  I  was 
seized  upon  by  some  power  which  en- 
tirely overcame  me,  and  had  such  as- 
tonishing influence  over  me  as  to  bind 
my  tongue,  so  that  I  could  not  speak. 
Thick  darkness  gathered  around  me,  and 
it  seemed  to  me  for  a  time  as  if  I  were 
doomed  to  sudden  destruction.  But  ex- 
erting all  my  powers  to  call  upon  God  10 
deliver  me  out  of  the  power  of  this  ene- 
my which  had  seized  upon  me,  and  at 
the  very  moment  when  I  was  ready  to 
sink'  into  despair,  and  abandon  myself 
to  destruction,  not  to  an  imaginary  ruin, 
but  to  the  power  of  some  actual  being 
from  the  unseen  world,  who  had  such  a 
marvellous  power  as  I  had  never  before 
felt  in  any  being.  Just  at  this  moment 
of  great  alarm,  I  saw  a  pillar  of  light 
exactly  over  my  head,  above  the  bright- 
ness of  the  sun.  which  descended  grad- 
ually until  it  fell  upon  me.  It  no  soon- 
er appeared  than  I  found  myself  deliv- 
ered from  the  enemy  which  held  me 
bound.  When  the  light  rested  upon  me. 
I  saw  two  personages,  whose  brightness 
and  glory  defy  all  description,  standing 
above  me  in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake 
unto  me.  calling  me  by  name,  and  said, 
(pointing  to  the  other).  "This  is  my  be- 
loved Son,  hear  him."  (Pearl  of  Great 
Price,  pages  50  and   GO.) 

As  soon  as  Joseph  recovered  himself 
he  asked  the  personages  which  of  all  the 
denominations  was  right.  The  answer 
was  that  none  of  them  were  right,  and 
none  of  them  had  been  founded  by  the 
Almighty  .     He  was  commanded  to  join 


none  of  them,  "They  leach  for  doctrine 
the  commandments  of  man,  having  a 
form  of  godliness,  lint  they  deny  the 
power  thereof.'  This  was  his  first  vis- 
ion, and  oh,  how  glorious.  After  centur- 
ies of  spiritual  darkness,  the  heavens  are 
again  opened,  the  Father  and  the  Son 
making  their  appearance  and  giving  com- 
mandments unto  man.  Soon  after  this 
glorious  vision  Joseph  related  his  expe- 
rience to  a  preacher,  when,  to  his  great 
surprise,  the  professed  minister  treated 
it  with  great  contempt,  and  like  the  Phar- 
isees of  old,  said  it  was  all  of  the  Devil, 
but  Joseph  knew,  like  Paid,  that  lie  had 
seen  a  vision,  and  he  knew  that  God 
knew  it,  and  that  he  must  bear  witness 
of  it  to  the  world. 

From  this  time  on,  the  youthful  Proph- 
et became  the  subject  of  bitter  persecu- 
tion yet  he  wavered  not,  but  faithfully 
testified  that  be  had  seen  a  vision,  and 
none  could  truthfully  deny  it.  God  has 
a  right  to  show  Himself  to  whomsoever 
and  whenever  he  pleases.  Furthermore 
Jesus  Himself  taught  "And  no  man 
knoweth  who  the  Son  is,  but  the  Father; 
and  who  the  father  is  but  the  son,  and 
he  to  whom  the  son  will  reveal  him." 
Luke  x:22.  Instead  then  of  such  a  man- 
ifestation being  unreasonable  or  unscrip- 
tural,  it  was  an  actual  necessity  in  the 
establishment  of  the  "Dispensation  of 
the  Fullness  of  Times."  Joseph  kept  the 
commandment  to  join  none  of  the.  sects. 
He  says:  "I  continued  to  pursue  my 
common  avocations  in  life  until  the  21st 
of  September,  1823,  all  the  time  suffering 
severe  persecution  at  the  hands  of  all 
classes  of  men,  both  religious  and  irrelig- 
ious, because  I  continued  to  affirm  that 
I  had  seen  a  vision."  (Pearl  of  Great 
Price,  p.  61.) 

Those  who  should  have  been  his  friends 
if  they  believed  him  wrong,  instead  of 
trying  in  kindness  to  show  him  his  er- 
ror, ridiculed  him,  and  without  reason  or 
charity  heaped  upon  him  persecution  in 
various  forms.  After  retiring  to  his  bed, 
Sept.  21st,  1823,  he  was  calling  upon 
God  in  all  humility  for  forgiveness  of  all 
his  weaknesses  and  imperfections,  when 
suddenly  the  room  was  filled  with  light 
and  in  the  light  appeared  a  most  glor- 
ious Heavenly  Being.  This  personage 
said  his  name  was  Moroni,  and  that  he 
was  sent  of  God.  The  messenger  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  the  young  man  that  he 
was  chosen  of  God  to  accomplish  a  great 
work  in  the  interest  of  human  redempt- 
ion, and  that  his  name  should  be  had 
for  good  and  for  evil  among  all  nations. 
This  prophecy  has  been  and  is  being  re- 
markably fulfilled  wherever  the  Gospel 
in  purity  is  preached  and  the  name  of  Jo- 
seph Smith  is  known  among  the  nations. 
His  name  is  cast' out  as  evil  among  the 
wicked.  Those  who  "love  darkness  rath- 
er than  light,"  who  deny  the  Revelations 
of  God,  while  those  who  are  honestly 
seeking  for  truth  and  investigate  the 
calling  of  Joseph  Smith,  are  always  led 
to  hold  his  name  for  good,  and  hand  it 
down  to  posterity  as  the  name  of  a 
Great  Prophet  of  the  Most  High.  The 
messenger  quoted  many  passages  of  the 
Bible  which  he  said  would  be  fulfilled  in 
this  Dispensation.  Among  them,  Joel, 
chap,  ii:  v.  28-20;  Mai.  chap,  iii;  Acts  iii: 
22,  23;  Isaiah,  chap.  ii.  and  said  they 
were  about  to  be  fulfilled.  He  also 
showed  him  where  a  book  was  deposited 
in  a  hill  near  by,  written  upon  gold 
plates,  and  giving  an  account  of  the  an- 
cient inhabitants  of  America,  their  or- 
igin and  destiny.  The.  fact  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  had  been  established 
among  them  and  that  before  and  after 
Christ  many  mighty  Prophets  wrote  and 
spoke  upon  the  continent.  Indeed  the. 
ancients  of  America  were  they  of  whom 
Jesus  spake  to  the  Jewish  Apostles  when 
he.  said,  "other  sheep  I  have  which  are 
not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I  must  bring, 
and  they  shall  hear  my  voice;  and  there 
shall  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd."  St. 
John  x:16. 

The    angel      Moroni      appeared    to   the 
Prophet    Joseph    three    times,    the    same  I 


night,  repeating  each  of  his  preceding  in- 
structions, anil  adding  to  them,  thus  pre- 
paring the  mind  of  the  youthful  Prophet 
for  the  great  work  before  him.  These  vis- 
ions occupied  almost  tin'  entire  night. 
Sept.  22nd,  1823,  Joseph  visited  the  hill 
where   Hie   plates  were  deposited,   and  at. 

once    recognized    the    place,    as    th ■• 

shown  him  in  vision  the  night  before,  "On 
the  west  side  of  this  hill,  not  far  from  the 
top,  under  a  stone  of  considerable  size, 
lay  Hie.  plates  deposited  in  a  stone  box. 
This  stone  was  thick  and  rounding  in  the 
middle  on  the  upper  side,  and  thinner  to- 
ward the  edges,  so  thai  the  middle  part 
of  it  was  visible  above  the  ground,  hut 
the  edge  all  round  was  covered  wilh 
earth.  Having  removed  the  earth  and 
obtained  a  lever,  which  I  got  fixed  under 
the  edge  of  the  stone,  and  with  a  little 
exertion  raised  it  up;  I  looked  in,  and 
there  indeed,  did  I  behold  the.  plates,  the 
Urim  and  Thummin,  and  the  breastplate, 
as  stated  by  the  messenger.  The  box  in 
which  they  lay  was  formed  by  laying 
stones  together  in  some,  kind  of  cement. 
In  the  bottom  of  the  box  were  laid  two 
stones  crossways  of  the  box,  and  on  these 
stones  lay  the  plates  and  the  things  with 
them.  I  made  an  attempt  to  take  them 
out,  but  was  forbidden  by  the  messenger, 
and  was  again  informed  that  the  time  for 
bringing  them  forth  had  not  yet  arrived, 
neither  would  arrive  until  four  years 
from  that  time;  but  he  told  me  that  I 
should  come  to  that  place  precisely  in 
one  year  from  that  time,  and  that  he 
would  there  meet  with  me,  and  that  I 
should  continue  to  do  so,  until  the  time 
should  come  for  obtaining  the  plates." 
t  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  p  66.) 

The  Prophet  obeyed  this  injunction  and 
each  successive  year,  Sept.  22nd,  met  the 
angel  Moroni  on  the  sacred  spot,  and 
received  from  him  many  preparatory  in- 
structions. The  angel  had  previously  told 
him  that  because  of  his  indigent  circum- 
stances he  might  be  tempted  to  obtain 
the  plates  for  worldly  gain.  If  he  enter- 
tained such  a  thought  it  was  told  him 
that  he  could  not  have  them.  They  were 
to  be  published  to  all  the  world  for  tho 
salvation  of  the  human  family  and  the 
glory  of  God.  In  the  meantime  Joseph 
and  family,  being  poor,  he  was  obliged 
to  work  with  his  hands  at  daily  toil  for 
a  livelihood.  He  was  engaged  by  a  Mr. 
Stoal,  of  Chenango  county.  X.  Y..  to  la- 
bor with  other  employes  to  dig  a  silver 
mine.  From  this  circumstance  arose  the 
silly  story  that  Joseph  was  a  "money 
digger."  During  his  employment  by  Mr. 
Stoal,  Emma  Hale,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Hale,  was  married  to  Joseph  Smith  Jan. 
IS,  1827.  Sept.  22nd,  1827.  he  received 
the  sacred  plates,  from  which  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  translated.  The  reader 
will  find  evidence  that  such  a  record  was 
to  come,  forth  by  reading  the  85th  Psalm, 
11  verse;  Isa.  chap.  xxix:0-12;  and  Eze- 
kiel  chap.  xxxvii:15-21.  No  sooner  had 
it  become  known  that  he  had  received 
these  plates  than  persecution  become 
more,  intense.  Several  attempts  were 
made  to  wrest  from  him  the  sacred 
plates. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1820.  Olivery 
Cowdery  came  to  Joseph  Smith,  having 
been  lead  to  him  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord.  This  was  their  first  meeting. 
April  17,  1S20.  Joseph  Smith  commenced 
the  translation  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
into  the  English  language.  Oliver  Cow- 
dery acted  as  scribe.  Joseph  translated 
by  the  gift  and  power  of  God,  using  the 
Urim  and  Thummim,  an  instrument  used 
by  ancient  seers  to  translate  languages 
The  following  month,  while  translating 
the  plates,  they  found  mentioned  the  doc- 
trine of  Baptism  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  They  retired  to  the  woods  to  en-  j 
quire,  of  the  Lord  respecting  this  subject, 
when  a  messenger  from  Heaven  appeared 
to  them,  laid  his  hands  upon  them  and 
ordained  them  as  follows  (May  15.  1828) 
"Upon  you.  my  fellow-servants  in  the 
name  of  Messiah  I  confer  the.  Priesthood 
or  Aaron,  which  holds  the  keys  of  the. 
ministering  of  angels,  and  the  Gospel  of 
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repentance,    and    baptism    by    immersion 

for  the  remission  of  sins;  and  this  shall 
never  be  taken  again  from  the  earth  un- 
til the  sons  of  Lievi  ilo  offer  again  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteousness.'' 
(Pearl  of  Great  Price,  p  70.) 

This  messenger  was  John  the  Baptist, 
the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah  in  ancient 
times.  The  messenger  before  his  face  in 
latter  times.  Read  Malachi  iii:l-4.  The 
man  who  held  the  keys  of  the  Levitical 
Priesthood,  the  authority  to  administer 
in  the  outward  ordinances  of  the  Gos- 
pel. He  commanded  them  to  baptize  each 
other,  and  thus  was  established  in  the 
last  days,  the  authority  of  God  upon  the 
earth  to  baptize  in  water  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins. 

The     Prophet     Joseph     subsequently 

moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  continued  as 
preurnstane.es  would  permit,  t lin  transla- 
tion of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  until  it  was 
Completed.  The  first  edition  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  consisting  of  f>000  copies,  was 
published  to  the  world  early  in  the  year 
1830.  Since  then  the  Book  of  Mormon 
has  been  published  in  Danish,  Italian, 
French,  German,  Welch,  .Swedish,  Ha- 
waiian and  Spanish,  and  translated  into 
other  tongues,  but  not  yet  published. 
The  progress  in  publishing  this  sacred 
volume  in  different  tongues  points  to  the. 
fulfillment  to  prophecy  that  it  should  be 
read  by  the  people  of  every  nation.  Dur- 
ing the  translation  Joseph  was  assisted 
by  Oliver  Cowdery,  Martin  Harris,  Da- 
vid YVhitmer,  his  wife,  Emma  Smith  and 
Others.  While  engaged  in  the  work  of 
translation,  many  important  revelations 
were  given  to  the  Prophet,  and  many  im- 
portant, yet  trying  events  took  place 
which  served  to  test  the  faith,  sincerity, 
devotion,  courage  and  integrity  of  this 
youthful  Prophet  of  God.  All  these  man- 
ifestations and  the  great  work  accom- 
plished up  to  1830,  took  place,  before  he 
was  25  years  of  age.  In  the  meantime, 
himself  and  Oliver  Cowdery  had  been 
visited  by  Peter,  James  and  John  and  re- 
ceived tinder  their  hands  the  Melchisedec 
Priesthood,  which  holds  the  keys  to  open 
the  door  of  the  Gospel  to  all  nations  and 
establish  in  fulness  the  church  and  king- 
dom of  God  upon  the  earth.  Before  the 
book  was  translated,  Martin  Harris  took 
some,  characters  copied  from  the  plates 
to  Prof.  Anthon,  a  learned  linguist  in 
New  York  .  The  learned  man  examined 
the  characters  and  gave  a  certificate  to 
Martin  Harris  certifying  that  they  were 
correct  characters  from  the  Egyptian, 
and  that  the  translation  was  correct.  He 
asked  Mr.  Harris  where  Joseph  obtained 
the  plates.  Upon  being  answered  that, 
an  angel  of  the  Lord  had  delivered  them, 
Prof.  Anthon  asked  for  the  certificate 
which  was  handed  him  by  Mr.  Harris, 
and  by  Prof.  Anthon  torn  up  in  anger,  as 
he  denounced  the  ministering  of  angels 
in  this  age  of  the.  world.  He  told  Mr. 
Harris  to  bring  him  the  book  and  he 
would  translate  it.  He  was  answered 
that  part  of  the  plates  were  sealed.  Upon 
which  information,  the  professor  an- 
swered "I  cannot  read  a  sealed  book." 
Little  did  he  think  that  in  using  these 
words,  he  was  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah,  chap.  2!),  and  thus  presenting  to 
the  world  a  testimony  of  the  truth  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

From  Prof.  Anthon  Mr.  Harris  went 
to  Dr.  Mitchell,  who  also  pronounced  the 
characters  true  and  the  translation  cor- 
rect. While  translating  they  ascertained 
that  three  especial  witnesses  were,  to  be 
called  by  the  Lord  to  witness  the  plates 
by  the  gift  and  power  of  God. 

Accordingly  Oliver  Cowdery,  David 
Whitinor  and  Martin  Harris  were  chosen. 
They  were  shown  the  plates  by  the  same 
Heavenly  messenger,  Moroni,  and  they 
handled  them  with  their  hands.  Their 
testimony,  expressed  in  most  solemn 
terms  is  published  to  the  world  on  the 
fly  leaf  of  each  edition  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  Notwithstanding  these  three 
men  fell  away  from  the  Church  through 
transgression  or  neglect,  they  never,  un- 
der  any    circumstance,    denied    their    sol- 


emn testimony  of  the  Divine  authenti- 
city of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  repeated  their  testimony  time 
tind  again,  and  in  their  dying  hours,  when 
soon  to  pass  to  the  great  beyond,  they 
bore  witness  that  they  had  seen  an  angel 
and  the  plates  from  which  the  Hook  of 
Mormon  was  translated.  In  the  spring 
Of  1KSL!  the  writer  of  this  letter,  in  com- 
pany with  President  John  Morgan,  vis- 
ited David  Whitmer  at  his  home  in  Rich- 
mond, Mo.,  and  found  him  firm  and  un- 
flinching respecting  his  published  testi- 
mony   concerning    the    Book    of    Mormon. 

It  showed  how  firmly  riveted  upon  his 
memory  anil  how  constant,  to  this  testi- 
mony this  man  was,  an  interesting  inci- 
dent is  related  by  President  Ben  10.  Rich, 
the  president  of  the  Southern  States  Mis- 
sion. Elder  Rich  mailed  his  atllograph 
album  to  David  Wintrier  and  requested 
him  to  write  therein,  without  the  slight- 
est suggestion  as  to  what  he  should  write. 
To  the  joyful  astonishment  of  Elder 
Rich,  when  the  album  was  returned,  it 
contained   these  emphatic   words: 

"My  testimony  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon is  Truth.  David  Whitmer." 

His  associate  witnesses,  Oliver  Cow- 
dery and  Martin  Harris  were,  equally 
constant  to  their  obligation,  and  bore  wit- 
ness to  the  end  of  their  davs  that  they 
saw  the  angel  and  the  plates.  "In  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  shall 
every  word  be  established." 

On  Tuesday,  the  6th  day  of  April,  1830, 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day 
Saints  was  organized  with  six  members 
in  the  house  of  Peter  Whitmer,  Sr.,  Fay- 
ette, .  neca  county,  N.  Y.  The.  six  mem- 
bers were  Joseph  Smith.  Oliver  Cowdery, 
Hyrum  Smith,  Peter  Whitmer.  Jr..  Sam- 
uel II.  Smith  and  David  Whitmer.  No 
church  organization  could  exist  under  the. 
laws  of  New  York  with  a  less  member- 
ship than  six.  Truly  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  the  last  days,  compared  with 
other  organizations,  was  as  Jesus  proph- 
esied it  should  be,  like  a  "grain  of  mus- 
tard seed,"  the.  smallest  of  all.  and  like 
the  "stone  cut  from  the  mountain  with- 
out hands,"  had  no  human  origin,  and 
was  in  no  sense  the  outgrowth  of  any 
other  organization.  In  this  organization 
Joseph  Smith  was  the  chosen  head,  the 
Prophet,  Seer  and  Revelator,  and  contin- 
ued so  when  members  increased  so  that 
(lie  presidency  and  Twelve  Apostles  could 
be  organized  as  in  olden  times,  and  sub- 
sequently Seventies,  High  Priests, 
Elders,  Bishops.  Priests,  Teachers  and 
Deacons,  after  the  ancient  pattern. 

The.  organization  of  the  church  brought 
with  it  more  persecution,  and  as  the 
church  grew  and  prospered,  Joseph's  life 
was  many  times  endangered,  until  final- 
ly he  was  called  to  seal  his  testimony 
with  bis  blood.  Healing  of  the  sick, 
prophecy,  speaking  in  tongues,  and  all  the 
beautiful  gifts  in  the  primative  church 
attended  those  who  embraced  the  re- 
stored Gospel  then  as  they  do  today,  and 
always  will,  and  as  in  ancient  times  wer.» 
attributed  to  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of 
Devils.  On  one  occasion,  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the.  church,  a  mob  swore 
out  a  complaint  against  the  Prophet, 
charging  him  with  being  a  disorderly  per- 
son, because  he  set  the  country  in  an 
uproar  by  preaching  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, working  miracles,  etc.  The  con- 
stable who  served  the  warrant  was  hon- 
est enough  to  inform  Joseph  that  the 
mob  designed  to  capture  him  as  the  con- 
stable, with  the  prisoner,  passed  near 
where  the.  moh  was  congregated.  The 
constable,  however,  finding  the  Prophet 
to  be  an  honest,  upright  man.  fled  with 
him.  in  his  wagon  so  that  the  mob  failed 
to  secure  their  victim.  Joseph  underwent 
a  trial  and  was  honorably  acquitted,  the 
evidence  showing  that  he  was  a  peace- 
able, orderly  citizen  in  all  respects. 

As  it  would  lie  impossible,  in  a  brief 
article,  to  give,  in  any  detail,  an  account 
of  the  mobbings,  trials  and  persecutions 
through  which  this  great  man  of  God 
passed,  it  may  be  well  to  here  remark 
that  no  less  than  30  times  was  he  brought 


before  courts  on  trumped  up  charges, 
tried,  and  each  time  honorably  acquitted. 
The.  last  instance  of  this  kind,  the  mob 
in  attendance  made  the  remark:  "It  the 
law    cannot   reach   him,   powder   and    lead 

shall."  How  like  the  experience  of  our 
Savior.  When  Pilate  found  him  innocent, 
the  rabble  clamored  for  his  blood,  cry- 
ing out,  "Crucify  him,  crucify  him,  and 
lei  his  blood  be  upon  us  and  our  chil- 
dren." How  terribly  their  words  have 
fallen  upon  them,  and  in  like  manner  the 
men  who  comprised  the  mob,  and  the 
conspirators  who  brought  about  the  as- 
sasinatioii  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
have  come  to  a  miserable  end,  having 
suffered  the  wrath  of  God  in  the  flesh. 

At  a  conference,  of  the  church,  Scpi. 
1,  -,  and  3,  1830,  Joseph  received  two 
revelations,  found  in  Sec.  30  and  31,  Doc. 
and  Cov.  In  one  of  these  revelations  the 
Lord  commanded  the  Prophet  to  open  the 
door  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Lainanites  or 
American  Indians  of  whom  the  Hook  >f 
Mormon  is  a  record  of  their  forefathers. 

The  brethren  selected  to  perform  this 
great  and  important  mission  were  Oliver 
Cowdery,  Parley  1'.  Pratt,  I'eter  Whit- 
mer, Jr.,  and  Zaba  Peterson.     Previous 

to  Elder  Pratt's  conversion  to  the.  Gos- 
pel, he  was  a  Campbellite  preacher,  asso- 
ciated with  Sidney  Rigdon  and  others 
who  had  established  a  large  following  in 
and  about  Kirtland  O.  En  route  to  the 
west,  where  they  were  destined  to  de- 
liver the  glorious  message  to  the  Indians, 
they  visited  Kirtland,  and  presented  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  mission  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  to  Sidney  Rigdon  and  his 
associates  of  the  Campbellite  profession. 
SidncyRigdon  had  never  seen  the  Proph- 
et Joseph  Smith,  and  never  before  heard 
the  proclamation  of  "Mormonism."  This 
fact  is  worthy  of  note,  since  the  enemies 
of  this  work  have  circulated  the  oft-re- 
peated falsehood  that  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  the  combined  production  of  Jo- 
seph Smith  and  Sidney  Rigdon.  It  is  al- 
so an  interesting  fact  that  the  Prophet 
predicted  in  the  early  opening  of  this 
Dispensation  that  if  the  people  would 
not  receive  the  Revelations  from  God 
through  him,  that  Lucifer  would  give 
them  revelations  to  their  heart's  content. 
Strange  to  say  what  is  now  known  as 
spiritualism  was  not  known  in  the  United 
States  until  after  the  organization  of  this 
Church,  and  then  it  commenced  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  Today  the  spurious 
Revelations  of  the  adversary  are  circu- 
lated broadcast  through  clairvoyants, 
mediums,  etc.,  giving  no  light,  no  knowl- 
edge, of  the  great  principles  of  Eternal 
Life  as  enunciated  by  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Well  did  Isaiah  speak  of  these 
days,  saying,  "and  when  they  shall  say 
unto  you,  seek  unto  them  that  have  fa- 
miliar spirits,  and  unto  wizards  that  peep 
and  that  mutter.  Should  not  a  people 
seek  unto  their  God  for  the  living  to 
the  dead'.'"  Isa.  viii:19. 

In  1831  the  Prophet  removed  to  Kirt- 
land, O..  which  had  now  become  the.  head- 
quarters of  the  Church.  On  the  Bth  of 
June,  this  year,  the  fourth  general  con- 
ference of  tin'  Church  was  held  in  Kirt- 
land. The  Saints  numbered  about  "IMMI 
at  this  date,  and  constantly  increasing. 
At  this  conference  many  Fillers  were 
called  by  Revelation  to  go  forth  two  by 
two,  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  baptize 
as  the  apostles  did  in  ancient  times.  They 
were  to  journey  westward,  preaching  and 
baptizing  by  the  way,  and  all  meet  in 
Missouri,  where  the  next  conference 
should  be.  held,  and  where,  if  they  were 
faithful,  the  Lord  would  reveal  to  the 
Prophet  the  location  of  their  promised  in- 
heritance. 

(To   Be   Continued.) 


Farewell!  a  long  farewell,  to  all  my  great 
ness! 

This  Is  the  state  of  man:  toilav  he  puts 
forth 

The  tender  leaves  of  hope;  tomorrow  blos- 
soms, 

Anil  hears  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon 
him: 

The  third  day  conies  a  frost,  a  killing  frost. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

I.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Bis  Sod 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  GhoeU 

9.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
■Ins,  and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  te  the  laws  aod  ordi- 
nances of  the  Qospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first. principles  and  ordinances  of 
Che  Gospel  are :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Qhost. 

0,  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bands,"  by  those  who  are 
in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  io 
the  primitive  church — namely.  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

■7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongueB,  etc. 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
Is  translated  correctly ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Murmur* 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  alt  that  He  rloee 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  Ho  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

II.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
tbey  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being eubject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
end  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  *  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
vlrtuons,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
Co  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
Ivvely,  or  of  good  report  or  praisewor:by,  we  seek  after  the** 
aaanis.-JOSEPH  SMITH.. 


The  cause  of  human  liberty  is  the  cause 
of  God. — Joseph  Smith. 


Teach  men  correct  principles  and  they 
will  govern  themselves. 


THE     HlOAl,     HBKO. 


Applause  is  the  spur  of  noble  minds, 
the  end  and  aim  of  weak  ones. — C.  C. 
Colton. 


"Our  affections  should  be  placed  upon 
God  and  His  work  more  intensely  than 
upon  our  fellow-beings." 


We  would  respectfully  ask  all  Elders 
laboring  in  the  Southern  States  Mission 
to  keep  us  informed  concerning  all  par- 
ties, Mormon  or  non-Mormon,  who  con- 
template going  west,  as  we  can  furnish 
tickets  as  cheaply  as  can  be  obtained. 
Notification  postal  cards  can  be  had  on 
application  at  this  office. 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  willingness 
with  which  the  servants  of  the  Lord  re- 
spond to  every  call  that  is  made  of  them. 
It  is  written  in  the  Scriptures  that  he 
who  is  not  willing  to  forsake  father, 
mother,  wives,  children,  etc.,  is  not  wor- 
thy to  be  called  a  disciple  of  Christ. 

The  Master,  one  time  speaking,  said 
that  the  first  and  great  commandment 
was  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,  and  that  the  second 
is  like  unto  it,  to  love  thy  neighbor.  He 
truly  is  great  and  noble  who  seeks  the 
good  of  others.  This  is  the  only  motive 
for  which  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  leave 
their  homes.  They  receive  no  pay; 
travel  about  as  did  our  Savior,  with  no 
place  to  rest,  and  receive  the  scoffs  and 
jeers  of  a  giddy  world.  Only  a  few  days 
ago  we  received  a  letter  from  one  of  our 
Elders  who  has  been  laboring  for  about 
two  years  in  the  missionary  field,  receiv- 
ing all  manner  of  harsh  treatment,  and 
in  one  instance  having  to  flee  under  cover 
of  darkness  to  escape  with  his  life.  He 
writes:  "I  received  notice  Dec.  15  that  I 
was  to  be  released  to  return  to  my  loved 
ones.  *  *  *  This  gives  me  joy,  if  I 
can  receive  from  both  you  and  my  Con- 
ference President  an  honorable  release, 
and  that  you  can  justly  say  that  I  have 
done  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
This  notice  came  sooner  than  I  expected, 
yet  I  consider  it  as  inspired,  for  my  only 
son,  large  enough  to  work,  unfortunately 
broke  his  leg,  and  consequently  the  work 
on  the  farm  would  have  to  rest  until 
some  one  could  come  to  take  his  place. 
Seed  time  is  fast  approaching  in  Arizona, 
and  this  release,  coming  now  in  the 
midst  of  these  troubles,  I  consider  as 
providential.  Notwithstanding  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  anxious  to  do  my  whole 
duty  in  the  missionary  field.  I  have  en- 
joyed my  mission  and  have  great  concern 
for  the  spread  of  truth.  I  realize  that 
every  individual  must  have  the  privilege 
of  hearing  the  Gospel,  and  that  every 
knee  must  bow  and  every  tongue  confess 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  For  this  reason 
I  have  worked  with  all  the  energy  I 
have  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  peace  to  the 
people,  and  have  tried  to  do  them  good 
wherever  I  could." 

What  spirit  actuates  men  of  this  kind? 
No  salary;  no  friends;  no  luxuries.  On 
the  other  hand,  mockings,  ridicule,  mob- 
bings,  and  all  manner  of  persecutions. 

Who  in  very  deed  has  the  love  of  God 
and  their  fellow-men  in  their  hearts'/ 
Those  who  forsake  all  for  the  Gospel's 
sake,  and  preach  without  pay,  or  those 
men  who  are  called  to  preach  for  the 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
that  is  in  it,  and  who  seldom  if  ever  con- 
descend to  visit  a  poor  person  because 
the  coin  is  not  forthcoming? 

The  real  hero  is  the  man  who  lives  for 
others,  and  when  the  time  shall  come 
that  hate,  envy,  prejudice  and  the  dross 
of  this  world  has  been  removed,  the  sac- 
rifice made  for  others  by  the  humble 
"Mormon"  Elders  will  cause  thousands, 
yea  millions,  to  rise  up  and  call  them 
blessed.  What  star  in  the  firmament 
could  be  given  greater  luster  than  this? 
They  are  the  pure  in  heart  and  they  shall 
see  God. 


WHAT    IS    THEIR    MOTIVE? 


Repentance  is  a  meritorious  condition, 
precedent  to  forgiveness;  but  pretense  at 
repentance  is  a  sin  of  hypocrisy  which 
puts  a  darker  shadow  on  the  other  of- 
fenses.— Deseret  News. 


At  this  office  we  receive  many  letters 
from  people,  asking  for  aid  in  various 
ways:  for  enlightenment  on  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel,  and  a  "hundred  and  one" 
other  things  which  trouble  the  writers. 
Each  letter  reflects  to  some  degree  the 
conception  the  author  has  of  us  as  a 
people,  and  occasionally  we  receive  let- 
ters from  persons  apparently  well  in- 
formed, except  when  it  comes  to  "the 
Mormons,"  asking  us  to  find  a  wife  for 
them,  help  a  belligerent  husband  get 
away  to  a  place  of  safety,  or  some  such 
other   glaringly   absurd   inconsistency. 

No  doubt  some  of  these  inquirers  hope 
by  posing  as  they  do  to  get  us  to  do  or 
say  something  that  they  can  use  against 
us  and  are  in  the  employ  of  his  Satanic 
Majesty,  while  others,  we  believe,  are 
sincere,  honest  inquirers,  but  have  been 
misled  by  the  many  falsehoods  circulated 
against  us  almost  continually.  It  must 
pain  the  evil-minded  to  learn  the  truth, 
and  find,  to  their  discomfiture,  that  we 
are  not  advocating  or  lending  a  helping 
hand  to  anything  contrary  to  right,  and 
whenever  anyone  calls  on  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  as- 
sist in  anything  that  is  not  virtuous, 
honest  and  righteous,  he  takes  cold  com- 
fort indeed  in  the  answer  received.  The 
Gospel  does  not  tolerate  wickedness  of 
any  nature,  and  when  the  world 
eventually  comes  to  know  "Mormonism" 
as  it  is  people  will  cease  to  ask  its  aid 
in  nefarious  schemes. 

We  give  below  a  fair  sample  of  let- 
ters sometimes  received  and  the  answer 
thereto,  which  will  give  Star  readers  an 
idea  of  some  of  our  correspondence.  The 
letters  are  published  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, and  with  no  desire  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  the  party  concerned  should 
he  see  his  letter  in  print: 

*     *     *     *     Dec.   12th,   1899. 

"Mr.  Benj.  E.  Rich,  President,  the  South- 
ern Mormon  Mission,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
"After  mature  deliberation  I  am  seri- 
ously contemplating  presenting  myself  as 
an  applicant  for  admission  into  your 
faith  and  religion,  and  write  you  for  fur- 
ther information  on  the  subject.  If  nec- 
essary I  could  make  a  trip  to  Chattanoo- 
ga to  see  you,  or,  if  any  of  your  Elders 
were  in  *  *  *  *  I  could  arrange  a 
meeting  with  them,  at  which  we  could 
talk  over  a  great  many  things,  which, 
by  correspondence,  is  very  unsatisfac- 
tory. I  would  like  to  know  first  of  all 
what  chance  I  would  have  for  making  a 
living  in  Utah.  I  am  fitted  by  experi- 
ence and  schooling  for  almost  any  branch 
of  business,  and  all  that  I  want  is  an  op- 
portunity to  make  my  way  in  the  world. 
I  am  a  stenographer,  having  my  own 
machine,  on  which  this  letter  is  written, 
a  bookkeeper,  having  traveled  three 
years  for  a  Cincinnati  firm,  and  have 
had  experience  in  railroad  work,  as  ship- 
ping clerk,  and,  in  fact,  in  almost  all 
branches  of  business.  As  to  my  ability, 
responsibility,  character,  reputation,  hon- 
esty, etc.,  I  can  furnish  the  best  of  ref- 
erences, including  the  heads  of  all  cor- 
porations for  which  I  have  worked,  in- 
cluding the  one  with  which  I  am  at  pres- 
ent identified.  I  am  not  an  adventurer, 
but,  as  I  said  before,  have  come  to  this 
conclusion  after  mature  thought,  but 
would  like  to  have  a  further  under- 
standing before  taking  the  step.  Should 
I  finally  decide  to  do  so,  I  can  take  quite 
a  number  of  reputable  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen  with  me,  especially  ladies. 

"As  I  am  not  positive  as  to  whether 
or  not  this  letter  will  reach  you,  I  would 
ask  that  you  address  your  first  reply  to 
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*     *     *     *    ,    to   which    I    will   give   you 
immediate  reply. 

"Thanking    you    iu       advance    for      a 
prompt  response,  I  am,  very  truly  yuurs, 


Chattanooga,  Teun.,  Dec.  24,  1890. 

*    *    *    * 

Dear  Sir — We  beg  to  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  12th  hist.,  and 
iu  reply  wish  to  say  that  we  hope  we 
are  mistaken,  but  your  letter  seems  a 
little  strange  to  us.  The  part  of  your 
letter  where  you  say  that  should  you  go 
to  Utah  that  you  could  take  quite  a  num- 
ber of  reputable  young  ladies  aud  gen- 
tlemen with  you,  especially  ladies,  does 
not  strike  us  just  right,  aud  we  fear  that 
you  have  not  the  true  conception  of 
what  the  world  has  nicknamed  "Mor- 
monism." 

"Mormonism"  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  its  purity,  and  is  not  in  any 
sense  of  the  word  a  system  of  lust.  It  re- 
quires those  who  would  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings promised  to  be  honest,  upright  and 
virtuous,  and  we  are  not  seeking  for 
converts  except  from  the  pure-minded. 
We  do  not  beg  people  to  join  our  Church 
and  let  the  applicants  make  the  condi- 
tions like  the  churches  of  modern  Chris- 
tianity. If  you  embrace  the  Gospel  and 
live  up  to  its  requirements  we  can  prom- 
ise that  you  will  be  hated,  despised  and 
persecuted  just  as  were  the  Former-day 
Saints  and  just  as  are  the  Latter-day 
Saints.  "'Mormonism"  is  an  individual 
religion,  and  everyone  that  embraces  it 
must  know  for  themselves  whether  it  is 
true  or  not.  If  he  pins  his  faith  to  some 
one  else  he  will  not  be  able  to  stand 
the  jeers  and  scoffs  of  the  world,  but  the 
promise  of  Christ  was  "keep  my  com- 
mandments and  ye  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine." 

There  is  absolute  freedom  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  there  is  no  compul- 
sion in  it  whatever,  and  although  we 
look  upon  our  leaders  as  inspired  men, 
which  they  are,  the  cry  in  the  world 
about  us  being  a  Priest-ridden  people  is 
as  false  as  the  other  stories  that  are  told 
of  us,  and  we  are  not  half  as  much 
Priest-ridden  as  the  members  of  the  so- 
called  Christian  churches.  Every  man 
great  or  small,  will  stand  Before  the 
judgment  bar  of  God  and  there  be 
judged  according  to  the  works  done  here 
upon  the  earth. 

Now,  as  to  employment,  the  Saints 
help  each  other  as  much  as  they  can  to 
get  employment,  and  believe  that  the 
best  kind  of  charity  is  that  kind  which 
teaches  people  to  be  independent  and 
work  for  themselves.  They  also  believe 
in  helping  others,  believing  it  their  duty 
to  help  all  that  they  can  who  are  in  need, 
regardless  of  political  or  religious  belief. 
Utah  is  a  good  state  and  we  believe  will 
eventually  become  one  of  the  greatest 
commonwealths  in  the  Union.  Honest, 
upright  and  capable  men  are  in  demand 
there  as  well  as  in  other  places,  and  we 
think,  as  you  seem  to  have  all  these 
qualifications,  that  there  should  be  no 
reason  why  you  could  not  make  a  com- 
fortable living  in  Utah.  The  people  of 
Utah  are  wide  awake  and  progressive 
and  free  to  acknowledge  worth  wher- 
ever they  find  it. 

I  think  now  that  I  have  answered  your 
questions,  and  I  will  at  any  time  be  glad 
to  furnish  you  with  any  information  in 
my  power.  I  hope  that  my  idea  of  your 
letter  is  not  correct,  and  that  you  are 
honestly  seeking  for  the  principles  of 
truth.      We    have    Elders    laboring      in 

*  *    *    *    aud    they    can    be    found    at 

*  *     *     *.     T  will   also  be  in  *     *    »    • 


on  Saturday  next,  arriving  on  the  Queen 
and  Orescent  7:45  a.m.  train,  and  should 
you  desire  to  talk  to  me  will  be  happy  to 
meet  you. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,   I 
remain    yours   very   truly, 

15 K.N   10.   RICH. 


Arthur  Candland  came  to  the  city   yes 

terday  from  Mt.  Pleasant  to  undergo  an 

operation  lor  ossification  of  the  right 
shoulder  joint,  the  ball  and  socket  seem- 
ing to  have  grown  together,  depriving 
Mr.  Candland  of  the  use  of  the  arm.  A 
very  painful  operation  is  necessary.  Dr. 
S.  II.  I'inkei'ton  will  have  charge  of  the 
( ase. — Herald. 

Brother  Candland  has  just  returned 
from  a  mission  to  the  Southern  Slales, 
having  labored  in  the  Georgia  Confer- 
ence. We  earnestly  hope  that  the  opera- 
tion may  be  successful  in  every  respect. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued   from   Page  41.) 

January,  1894. 

On  the  4th  of  this  month  Elders  W.  G. 
Patrick,  G.  L.  Braley  and  Alvin  Smith 
were  arrested  by  two  constables  at  the 
home  of  Brother  Sloan  in  Columbia,  S. 
C,  on  the  sworn  complaint  of  a  promi- 
nent Methodist,  Coughman  by  name, 
whom  the  Elders  had  never  seen,  on  a 
charge  of  vagrancy.  They  were  taken 
before  Justice  Taylor,  who  fined  Elders 
Braley  and  Smith  $10  each.  Elder  Pat- 
rick was  released,  it  being  proven  that 
he  had  been  in  the  neighborhood  but  a 
few  days.  The  Columbia  papers  took  up 
the  case  and  denounced  it  as  an  outrage. 
The  columns  of  the  papers  were  opened 
to  the  Elders,  and  thus  they  had  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  explain  the  Gospel. 
During  this  same  month  the  Texas  Con- 
ference as  opened.  Elders  John  K. 
Nicholson  and  Samuel  H.  Wells  arrived 
in  Hunt  county  June  18,  where  they 
were  favorably  received. 

July. 

During  this  month  the  Elders  were  ad- 
vised to  visit  the  branches  of  the  church 
to  encourage  the  members.  They  were 
also  to  organize  Sunday  schools  and 
branches  of  the  church.  Marvelous  suc- 
cess accompanied  this  work,  as  many  of 
the  fields  had  not  been  visited  in  a  num- 
berof  years.  Baptisms  were  numerous, 
and  much  good  in  many  ways  was  done. 

August. 

During  this  month  President  Elias  S. 
Kimball  visited  some  of  the  Conferences 
in  the  mission.  The  first  Conference  vis- 
ited was  the  West  Virginia,  where  a 
most  enjoyable  time  was  had.  Prom 
here  he  went  to  Virginia,  holding  confer- 
ence in  Louisa  county.  A  pleasant  spirit 
prevailed  throughout  this  conference,  and 
expressions  of  gratitude  were  profuse  for 
the  splendid  way  in  which  it  was  con- 
ducted. North  Carolina  was  the  next 
Conference  visited,  where  a  similarly 
good  time  was  had. 

Aug.  20.  Elders  E.  A.  Griffin,  G.  M. 
Smith,  Thomas  Priday,  Jr.,  and  W.  H. 
Ingham  were  mobbed  near  Colfax.  At 
about  11  o'clock  the  mobbers  came  and 
demanded  the  Elders.  After  securing 
them  they  departed  into  the  woods  about 
seven  miles,  where  they  gave  them  the 
choice  of  leaving  the  state  or  being 
whipped.  The  Elders  chose  the  latter, 
preferring  to  do  their  duty  and  obey 
God  rather  than  man.  When  they  called 
for  the  first  one  to  take  his  place,  ready 
for  the  lash,  Elder  Griffin  stepped  forth, 
but  his  courage  caused  the  wretches  to 
weaken.  After  the  Elders  consented  to 
leave  the  county  they  were  allowed  to  de- 
part. (To  Be  Continued.) 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE 


We  regret  that  lack  of  space  will  pre- 
vent us  from  printing  an  article  we  re- 
ceived from   Elder  John  T.  Home.     He 

very  plainly  shows  thai  il  is  very  neces- 
sary   that    we   should    have    inspired    men 

to  lead  us.  That  unless  ecclesiastical 
leaders  enjoy  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  their  opinions  are  no  better  than 
any  other  equally  intelligent  men.  They 
will  deny  absolutely  the  need  of  revela- 
tion, and  yet   Paul  says  that  the  natural 

man   without-  the  Spirit   of  God  cannot 

understand    the    things    of    God,    and    

office  of  the  Spirit  was  to  partake  of  the 

things  of  <!od  and  reveal  them  unlo  ns. 
Little  need  we  marvel  that  people  are 
continually  "falling  in  the  ditch." 


Sister  Martha  Crutcher,  writing  from 
Kentucky,  expresses  her  heartfelt  satis- 
faction with  the  church.  She  states  that 
she  joined  the  church  about  fifteen 
months  ago,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  persecuted  by  heartless  people,  who 
have  heaped  all  manner  of  indignities 
upon  her.  Continuing,  she  says:  "I  am 
taught  in  the  Bible  that  all  who  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  perse- 
cution. Also  those  who  endure  to  the 
end  will  be  saved.  I  endure  cheerfully 
these  persecutions  and  constantly  pray 
that  I  may  have  strength  to  endure  until 
I  shall  be  called  to  the  Master." 

Sister  Leona  Pearl  Crolley,  of  Bing- 
ham, South  Carolina,  expresses  her  hap- 
piness at  being  permitted  to  live  when 
the  Gospel  has  been  restored.  She  says 
that  even  though  unjustly  persecuted, 
she  can  endure  with  faith,  hope  and  char- 
ity, because  she  knows  that  the  Gospel 
as  taught  by  the  Latter-day  Saints  is 
true,  and  that  if  she  endures  to  the  end 
she  will  be  saved. 


Coming  Conferences. 

Mississippi  and  Lousiana  Conferences 
combined  will  be  held  at  New  Orleans 
Jan.  20-21. 

Georgia  Conference,  Macon,  Ga.,  Jan. 
27-28. 

South   Carolina,   Columbia,   Feb.  3-4. 

Florida,   Jacksonville,   Feb.  11-12. 

The  conference  of  Conference  Presi- 
dents will  be  held  Feb.  17  and  18,  at 
Chattanooga. 


Releases  and  Appointments. 

Honorably  released  to  return  home: 


H.  O.  Hurst. 
C.  W.  Burnam. 
Thomas  Halls. 
R.   Harkness. 
J.  H.  Willis. 
J.  L.  Bergeson. 
P.  S.  Hunt. 
W.  J.  Tuddenham 


J.  F.  Pulley. 
J.  S.  Anderson. 
F.  A.  Elmer. 
J.  F.  Rich. 
W.  I.  Adams. 
E.  E.  Morgan. 
N.  A.  Peterson. 
O.  Richens. 


A  Parson's  Definition  of  a  Good  Wife. 

First,  she  should  be  like  a  snail,  and 
always  keep  within  her  own  house;  but 
she  should  not  be  like  a  snail,  and  carry 
all  she  has  upon  her  back.  Secondly, 
she  should  be  like  an  echo,  to  speak  when 
she  is  spoken  to;  but  she  should  not  be 
like  an  echo,  always  to  have  the  last 
word.  Thirdly,  she  should  be  like  a  town 
clock,  always  keep  time  and  regularity: 
but  she  should  not  be  like  a  town  clock, 
to  speak  so  loud  that  all  the  town  may 
hear  her. — Church  Gazette. 


For  fools  are  stubborn  In  their  way. 
As  coins  are  hardened  by  tb'  allay; 
And   obstinacy's   ne'er   so   stiff 
As  when  'tis  in  .1  wrong  belief. 

—Butler. 
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REMARKS  BY  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  Q.  CANNON. 


The  Saints  the  Saviors  of  Men — The  Unfaithful  is  Like  Salt  That  Has  Lost  Its 

Savor — Redemption    of  Zion  May   be   Deferred    by   Disobedience — 

Prophets  and  Apostles  Like  Other  Men — Responsibility  of 

Parents— Benign  Genius  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

DELIVERED  IN   SALT  LAKE  TABERNACLE  SUNDAY,   OCTOBER  K,   ISM). 


I  will  road  a  portion  of  the  84th  Sec- 
tion of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants: 

"17.  Which  Priesthood  continueth  in 
the  Church  of  God  in  all  generations,  and 
is  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
years. 

"18.  And  the  Lord  confirmed  a  Priest- 
hood also  upon  Aaron  and  his  seed, 
throughout  all  their  generations — which 
Priesthood  also  continueth  and  abideth 
for  ever  with  the  Priesthood,  which  is 
after  the  holiest  order  of  Cod. 

"19.  And  this  greater  Priesthood  ad- 
ministereth  the  Cospel  and  holdetb  the 
key  of  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom 
even  the  key  of  the  knowledge  of  Cod; 

"20.  Therefore,  in  the  ordinances  there- 
of, the  power  of  godliness  is  not  manifest 
unto  men  in  the  flesh; 

"21.  And  without  the  ordinances  there- 
of, and  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood, 
the  power  of  godliness  is  not  manifest 
unto  men  in  the.  flesh; 

"22.  For  without  this  no  man  can  see 
the.  face  of  God,  even  the  Father,  and 
live. 

"23.  Now  this  Moses  plainly  taught 
to  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  sought  diligently  to  sanctify 
his  people  that  they  might  behold  the 
face  of  Cod; 

"24.  But  they  hardened  their  hearts 
and  could  not  endure  his  presence,  there- 
fore the  Lord  in  His  wrath  (for  His  an- 
ger was  kindled  against  them)  swore 
that  they  should  not  enter  into  His  rest 
while  in  the  wilderness, which  rest  is  the 
fullness  of  His  glory. 

"25.  Therefore  he  took  Moses  out  of 
their  midst,  and  the  Holy  Priesthood 
also; 

"20.  And  the  lesser  Priesthood  con- 
tinued, which  Priesthood  holdeth  the  key 
of  the  ministering  of  angels  and  the  pre- 
paratory Cospel; 

"27.  Which  Cospel  is  the  Gospel  of  re- 
pentance and  of  baptism,  and  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  the  law  of  carnal 
commandments,  which  the  Lord  in  His 
wrath  caused  to  continue  with  the.  house 
of  Aaron  among  the  children  of  Israel 
until  John,  whom  God  raised  up,  be- 
ing filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his 
mother's  womb; 

"28.  For  he  was  baptized  while  he  was 
yet  in  his  childhood,  and  was  ordained 
by  the  angel  of  God  at  the  time  he,  was 
eight  days  old  unto  this  power,  to  over- 
throw the  kingdom  of  the  Jews,  and  t9 
make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord  before 
the  face  of  His  people,  to  prepare,  them 
for  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  in  whose 
hand  is   given   all  power. 

"29.  And  again,  the  offices  of  Elder 
and  Bishop  are  necessary  appendages  be- 
longing unto  the  High  Priesthood. 

"30.  And  again,  the  offices  of  Teacher 
and  Deacon  are  necessary  appendages 
belonging  to  the  lesser  Priesthood,  which 
Priesthood  was  confirmed  upon  Aaron 
and  his  sons. 

"31.  Therefore,  as  I  said  concerning 
the  sons  of  Moses — for  the  sons  of  Moses; 
and  also  the  sons  of  Aaron  shall  offer 
an  acceptable  offering  and  sacrifice  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  house  shall 
be  built  unto  the  Lord  in  this  generation, 
upon  the.  consecrated  spot  as  I  have  ap- 
pointed; 

"32.  And  the  sons  of  Moses  and  of 
Aaron  shall  be  filled,  with  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  upon  Mount  Zion  in  the  Lord's 
house,  whose  sons  are  ye;  and  also  many 
whom  I  have  called  and  sent  forth  to 
build  up  my  Church. 

"33.  For  whoso  is  faithful  unto  the 
obtaining  these  two  Priesthoods  of  which 


1  have  spoken,  and  the  magnifying  their 
calling,  are  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  uulo 
the  renewing  of  their  bodies; 
'  "34.  They  become  the  sons  of  Moses 
and  of  Aaron  and  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
and  the  Church  and  kingdom,  and  the 
elect   of  Cod; 

"35.  And  also  all  they  who  receive  this 
Priesthood  receiveth  me  sayeth  the  Lord; 

"30.  For  he  that  receiveth  my  servants 
receiveth  me; 

"37.  And  he  that  receiveth  me  re- 
ceiveth  my   Father; 

"38.  And  he  that  receiveth  my  Fath- 
er, receiveth  my  Father's  kingdom;  there- 
fore all  that  my  Father  hath  shall  be 
given  unto  him; 

"39.  And  this  is  according  to  the  oath 
and  covenant  which  belongeth  to  the 
Priesthood. 

"40.  Therefore,  all  those  who  receive 
the  Priesthood,  receive  this  oath  and 
covenant  of  my  Father,  which  he  cannot 
break,  neither  can  it  be  moved; 

"41.  But  whoso  breaketh  this  coven- 
ant, after  he  hath  received  it  and  alto- 
gether turueth  therefrom,  shall  not  have 
forgiveness  of  sins  in  this  world  nor  in 
the  world  to  come. 

"42.  And  all  those  who  come  not  unto 
this  Priesthood  which  ye  have  received, 
which  I  now  confirm  upon  you  who  are. 
present  this  day,  by  mine  own  voice  out 
of  the  Heavens,  and  even  I  have  given 
the  Heavenly  hosts  and  mine  angels 
charge  concerning  you. 

"43.  And  I  now  give  unto  you  a  com- 
mandment to  beware  concerning  your- 
selves, to  give  diligent  heed  to  the  words 
of  eternal  life; 

"44.  For  you  shall  live  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of 
God. 

"45.  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth, 
and  whatsoever  is  truth  is  light,  and 
whatsoever  is  light  is  Spirit,  even  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ." 

In  standing  up  to  address  you  I  do 
so  relying  entirely  upon  the  blessing  of 
God,  which  I  hope  to  obtain  by  the  as- 
sistance of  your  faith  and  prayers.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  one  of  the  most  respon- 
sible positions  a  human  being  can  oc- 
cupy, to  address  a  congregation  upon  the 
things  pertaining  to  God  and  eternity.  I 
feel  the  weight  of  this  responsibility,  and 
I  would  not  attempt  to  speak  to  you,  did 
I  not  know  that  it  is  our  privilege  to 
have  the  assistance  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
During  this  conference  we  have  heard 
most  excellent  discourses,  accompanied 
by  the  power  of  God.  The  Spirit  has 
been  abundantly  poured  out.  It  seems 
to  me  that  no  man  or  woman  could  listen 
to  the  words  of  the  Apostles  who  have 
spoken  without  being  convinced  that  God 
was  with  them.  This  is  my  feeling,  and 
I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
that  which  has  been  said.  It  will 
be  a  savor  of  life  unto  life  or  of  death 
unto  death  to  all  those  who  have  lis- 
tened. 

We.  are  living  in  a  very  important  time. 
The  Lord  is  evidently  working  with  His 
servants  and  people.  He  is  manifesting 
His  Spirit  in  a  remarkable  manner.  I 
think  it  has  been  felt  by  every  faith- 
ful Latter  Day  Saint  throughout  the 
Church.  Not  only  has  it  extended 
throughout  Zion,  but  it  has  been  felt 
by  the  Elders  and  Saints,  so  far  as  we. 
have  heard,  in  distant  places.  In  1S5G 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  poured  out  in 
great  power  unon  the  servants  of  God 
in  Zion.  I  was  on  a  mission  at  the  time, 
as  doubtless  were  very  many  Elders, 
some  of  whom  may  be  present  today; 
and  we  had  the  same  Spirit  where  I 
was  laboring.     The  Lord  stirred  us  up  in 


the  same  way  that  our  brethren  at  home 
were,  being  stirred  up.  The  Spirit  of  re- 
formation went  throughout  the  entire 
Church.  The  people  were  stirred  from 
the  depth  of  their  hearts  by  the  power 
of  God.  me  effects  of  that  reformation 
were  most  excellent.  A  great  many 
adopted  good  resolutions  which,  I  am  led 
to  believe,  they  clung  to  all  their  lives, 
and  are  still  clinging  to  them  if  they  are 
alive.  They  have,  served  God  with  great- 
er diligence  than  they  ever  did  before. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  will  be  the  effect  of 
these  meetings.  I  expect  to  see  a  thor- 
ough reformation  of  the  people,  and  re- 
newed determination  to  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God  more  strictly  than 
ever    before. 

in  connection  with  this  I  will  read  an- 
other portion  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  that  occurs  to  my  mind 
It  is  a  revelation  that  was  given  in 
1834,  soon  after  the  occurrences  which 
President  Snow  read  about  yesterday. 
They  took  place  in  Jackson  county,  No- 
vember, 1833,  and  this  revelation  was 
given  to  the  Prophet  the  succeeding  Feb- 
ruary.    The  Lord  says: 

"1.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  my  friends, 
behold  I  will  give  unto  you  a  revelation 
and  commandment,  that  you  may  know 
how  to  act  in  the  discharge  of  your  du- 
ties concerning  the  salvation  and  redemp- 
tion of  your  brethren,  who  have  been 
scattered  on  the  land  of  Zion; 

"2.  Being  driven  and  smitten  by  the 
hands  of  mine  enemies,  on  whom  I  wi'l 
pour  out  my  wrath  without  measure  in 
mine  own  time; 

"3.  For  I  have  suffered  them  thus 
far,  that  they  might  fill  up  the  meas- 
ure of  their  iniquities,  that  their  cup 
might  be  full; 

"4.  And  that  those  who  call  them- 
selves after  my  name  might  be  chas- 
tened for  a  little  season  with  a  sore  and 
grievous  chastisement,  because  they  did 
not  hearken  altogether  unto  the.  precepts 
and  commandments  which  I  gave  unto 
them." 

This  has  been  dwelt  upon  with  great 
fullness  by  nearly  all  the  brethren  who 
have  spoken  at  this  conference.  They 
have  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Saints  were  scourged  in  those  early 
days  because  of  their  disobedience.  The 
Lords  here  explains  and  describes  to  the 
Church  very  plainly  the  reasons  why 
they  were  so  grievously  and  severely 
chastened: 

"And  that  those  who  call  themselves 
after  my  name  might  be  chastened  for 
a  little  season  with  a  sore  and  grievous 
chastisement,  because  they  did  not  heark- 
en altogether  unto  the.  precepts  and 
commandments  which  I  gave  unto  them." 

The   Lord   continues: 

"5.  But  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  1 
have  decreed  a  decree  which  my  peo- 
ple shall  realize,  inasmuch  as  they  heark- 
en from  this  very  hour,  unto  the  coun- 
sel which  I,  the  Lord  their  God,  shall 
give  unto  them. 

"6.  Behold  they  shall,  for  I  have,  de- 
creed it,  begin  to  prevail  against  mine 
enemies  from  this  very  hour, 

"7.  And  by  hearkening  to  observe  all 
the  words  which  I,  the  Lord  their  God, 
shall  speak  unto  them,  they  shall  never 
cease  to  prevail  until  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  are  subdued  under  my  feet,  and 
the  earth  is  given  unto  the  Saints,  to  pos- 
sess it  for  ever  and  ever. 

"8.  But  inasmuch  as  they  keep  not 
my  commandments,  and  hearken  not  to 
observe  all  my  words,  the  kingdoms  of 
the   world   shall  prevail   against    them, 

"9.  For  they  were  set  to  be  a  light 
unto  the  world,  and  to  be  the  saviors 
of  men; 

"10.  And  inasmuch  as  they  are  not 
the  saviors  of  men,  they  are  as  salt  that 
has  lost  its  savor,  and  is  thenceforth 
good  for  nothing  but  to  be  cast  out  and 
trodden  under  foot  of  men." 

There,  cannot  be  a  doubt  in  any  faith- 
ful man's  mind  concerning  the  truth  of 
this  promise — the  promise  of  victory  ami 
deliverance  on  the  one  hand,  the  prom- 
ise of  punishment,  disaster  and  trouble 
on  the  other.  The  Latter  Day  Saints 
have  in  their  experience  proved  fully  the 
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truth  of  these  words.     They  have  Been 

them  fulfilled  to  the  very  Idler.  When 
they  have  been  faithful  in  keeping  the 
commandments  of  God  they  have  pros- 
pered and  they  have  had  deliverance. 
When  they  have  been  unfaithful  they 
met  with  trouble  and  serious  difficulty. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  wicked  should 
have,  the  opportunity  to  exerieise  their 
agency  in  relation  to  the  work  of  ({oil; 
for  I  hey  have  an  agency  as  well  as  wc 
U  is  their  privilege  to  assist  in  building 
up  the  work  of  God,  or  they  can  exer- 
cise their  agency  in  lighting  the  work  of 

God.  They  have  the  privilege  to  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  destroy  it,  and 
they  will  be  permitted  to  do  this  until 
the  cup  of  their  iniquity  is  full.  The 
Lord  deals  justly  with  His  children,  no 
matter  who  they  are.  Not  only  Lat- 
ter Pay  Saints,  but  all  mankind  are  the 
children  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  all 
have  their  agency.  When  we.  quote  these 
sayings  of  the  Lord  concerning  this 
work,  they  are  not  peculiar  to  us;  the 
promises  are  not  intended  for  us  alone; 
they  are  intended  for  all  who  will  believe 
and  obey  His  Gospel.  Many  people  im- 
agine that  when  we  talk  about  the 
triumph  of  the  Church  of  Ood  we  mean  to 
confine  that  triumph  to  those  who  belong 
to  our  Church.  Not  so;  this  is  for  the 
whole  world.  It  is  for  all  America,  as 
well  as  for  Utah.  God  has  made  most 
glorious  promises  to  this  nation.  Accord- 
ing to  the  revelations  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon  concerning  our  own  nation,  the 
Lord  has  destined  to  make  it  the  head 
of  all  nations  of  the  earth,  to  adopt  it 
as  His  nation  and  as  His  government, 
if  the  people  would  receive  the  Gospel: 
and  He  would  make  them  the  means  of 
saving  the  remnants  of  His  covenant  poo- 
nle.  and  doing  other  mighty  works.  This 
is  all  foreshadowed  in  the  prophecies  con- 
tained ih  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

.Toseph  Smith,  prompted  by  this  Spirir 
— the  man  whom  God  has  spoken  to:  a 
Prophet  of  God — condescended  to  proffer 
himself  .is  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
of  the  United  States.  Many  people 
thought  this  was  ambition  on  his  part; 
that  he  wanted  to  rule;  that  he  aspired 
to  power,  and  that  he  would  use  it  for 
the  carrying  out  of  his  own  plans  and 
forwarding  the  interests  of  his  own  peo- 
ple. .Toseph  Smith  had  no  such  idea.  He 
was  promnted.  as  a  Prophet  of  God  and 
as  a  natriot,  to  sten  forward  and  offer 
himself  as  a  candidate,  that  the.  nation 
might  receive  the  fulfillment  of  the  prom- 
ises which  the  Lord  had  made  concern- 
ing it.  He  gave  his  views  on  the  pow- 
er and  policy  of  the  United  States;  and 
any  man  who  will  read  those  views  to- 
day will  see  how  much  salvation  there 
is  embodied  in  the  principles  he  set  forth. 
A  bloody  war  might  have  been  averted: 
millions  of  treasure  might  have  been 
saved:  thousands  upon  thousands  of  lives 
misrht  also  have  been  saved,  if  they  had 
only  received  him  as  a  deliverer,  God 
having  inspired  him  to  take  that  course. 
Tn  relation  to  this  we  have  the  same  feel- 
ings today.  Men  accuse  us  of  being  un- 
patriotic, of  not  being  friendly,  and  of- 
having  designs  inimical  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  land.  I  say  to  you  to- 
day, in  the  presence  of  God,  that  no 
more  patriotic  people  live  upon  the  con- 
tinent of  America  than  the  Latter  Day 
Saints.  We  want  to  see  the  constitution 
of  this  country  preserved,  that  every 
man  shall  en.ioy  the  rights  guaranteed 
by  that  grand  instrument  of  liberty  which 
God  inspired  the  framers  to  make.  But 
we  differ  from  many  people  in  regard  to 
our  views  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  the.  government  should  be  admin- 
istered. And  we  think,  as  free  men,  de- 
scended from  a  free  ancestry,  we  have  a 
righr  to  differ  from  them,  and  to  express 
our  feelings  upon  this  point  with  the  ut- 
most freedom:  that  we  are  not  traitors 
when  we  do  so.  but  are  the  friends  of  the 
government  and  of  the  rights  of  human 
beings  in  the  government.  You  know, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  that  this  is 
our  attitude  on  this  question.  We  would 
like  to  see  this  government  so  stable  that 
it   will   never  be   thrown   down.     It   can 


only  be  made  so  by  adhering  to  the 
principles    which    animated    the.    founders 

of  the  government,  and  which  they  hoped 
to  perpetuate  through  the  constitution  and 

the    laws    that    were   unacted. 

We  are  lold  in  this  revelalion   thai    lie 

wicked,  when  the  cup  of  their  Iniquity 
is  full,  will  receive  their  judgment   Urn 

the  Latter  Day  Saints  are  called  up- 
on   lo    obey    the    commandments    of    Cod. 

lb',    has    revealed    himself    with    power 

lo  them.  He  bears  testimony  to  the II 

the  lime  concerning  His  great    work  that 

lie  is  seeking  to  establish  in  the  earth. 

He  wants  lo  make  us  the  saviors  id' 
men.  He.  calls  us  the  salt  of  the  earth. 
We  air  the  salt  of  the  earth.  We  are 
not    conceited    in    saying    this,     because 

the  acts  of  the     faithful    Latter     Day 

Saints  are  such  as  to  bring  salvation  to 
I  hose  who  are  connected  with  them.  I 
wish  to  illustrate  this  so  that  you  can  see 
it  for  yourselves.  Look  around  you  and 
see  the  men  and  the  women  who  have 
proved  themselves  unworthy  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel,  and  have  departed 
from  them.  Arc  they  not  like,  salt  that 
has  lost  its  savor?  We  have  had  hun- 
dreds of  them:  thoy  have  got  indiffer- 
ent; they  have  lost  their  savor,  and  are 
good  for  nothing.  The  Saints  are  com- 
pared to  salt  that  has  its  saving  proper- 
ties. Wherever  we  go  we  should  be  sa- 
voirs  of  men.  We  should  seek  for  the 
salvation  of  the  human  family  to  the 
fullest  extent  in  our  power.  God  has 
called  us  to  this.  He  has  given  unto  us 
the  Holy  Priesthood,  and  He  has  pled 
with  us  now  for  these,  many  years.  Think 
of  it!  this  revelation  from  which  I  have 
read  last  was  given  in  1834j  nearly  six- 
ty-six years  ago.  The  promise  was  then 
made  unto  the  Saints  that  if  they  would 
keep  the  commandments  of  God  they 
should  prevail  from  that  very  hour.  Is 
it  not  true  that  this  would  have  been 
fulfilled  to  the  very  letter  if  we  had 
kept  His  commandments?  But  we  have 
not  done  so.  We  have  been  a  disobedient 
people,  notwithstanding  all  that  God  has 
done  for  us.  We  have  not  honored  His 
laws;  and  I  sometimes  think  we  are  like 
our  ancestors,  the  children  of  Israel  (for 
God  has  said  that  we  are  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham)  who  were  led  out  of  Egypt 
by  mighty  power.  The  Lord  wrought 
wonders  in  their  behalf.  He  inspired 
Moses  to  lead  the.  people  along  so  that 
they  could  see  the  face  of  God,  that 
they  could  have  the  Melchisedek  Priest- 
hood continued  among  them,  and  be- 
come a  nation  of  kings  and  priests;  but 
they  were  hard  in  their  hearts  and  re- 
jected the  word  of  God.  The  result  was 
that  for  forty  years  they  wandered  in 
the  wilderness,  and  all  that  generation 
were  buried  in  the  wilderness,  except 
two  men.  Two  men  only  out  of  the  vast 
host  that  left  Egypt  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Moses,  ever  reached  the  promised 
land,  and  they  were  Caleb  and  Joshua. 
The  Lord  had  a  new  generation.  The 
fathers  had  rejected  Him,  and  He  took 
the  Melchisedek  Priesthood  from  their 
midst,  with  Moses,  and  He  gave  unto 
them  the  lesser  Priesthood,  which  was 
confirmed  upon  Aaron  and  his  seed.  They 
administered  the  law  of  carnal  command- 
ments. And  this  because  they  did  not 
have  faith  enough  to  receive  all  that 
Moses   was   willing   to   teach   them! 

Shall  we  be  in  the  same  conditiou? 
Shall  we.  through  hardness  of  heart  and 
disobedience  to  God  and  His  servants, 
bring  upon  ourselves  the  same  penalty? 
I  do  not  believe  we  will.  I  am  sure  we 
will  not  reject  the  Melchisedek  Priest- 
hood, its  power  and  its  ordinances.  Bur 
I  do  fear  that  we  will  defer  the  redemp- 
tion of  Zion  indefinitely  through  our  un- 
willingness to  do  the  things  that  God 
requires  at  our  hands.  I  have  not  an 
earthly  doubt  that  this  revelation  given 
in  1S.°>4  would  have  been  fulfilled  to  the 
very  letter,  had  our  people  obeyed  the 
Lord  as  He  desired:  neither  do  I  be- 
lieve now  that  the  redemption  of  Zion 
will  be  long  deferred  if  the  people  will 
obey  the  Lord  and  keep  His  command- 
ments. But  the  difficulty  is.  our  hearts 
are    hard    and    almost    impenetrable,    in 


many  instances.  Bare  President  Snow 
has    been    preaching    for    four    months 

imw  in  relation  to  tin-  payment  Of  tith- 
ing;   he    has    been    laboring    with    all    his 

might  to  tiir  astonishment    of  all   those 

who    know    liis    age;    and    .vet     In-    cannol 

rest — he  has  lo  here  preach  it  again,  be- 
cause he  feels  that  tin-  people  need  t"  be 
stirred  up.  I  tell  you  thai  all  that  is 
not  for  nothing.  I  tell  you  thai  the  man 
of  Cod  is  not  aroused  and  inspired  for 
nothing.  There  is  a  meaning  lo  it.  And 
I  fi'i'l  that  great  condemnation  such  con- 
demnation probably  as  has  never  rested 
upon  us  before,  will  rest  upon  this  peo- 
ple unless  they  obey  with  all  their  hearts, 
the  words  of  the  Lord  that  lie  has  given 
lo   us   through   His   servant. 

We  need  to  be  born  again,  and  have 
now  hearts  put  in  us.  There  is  too  much 
of  the  old  leaven  about'  us.  We  are 
not  born  again  as  we  should  be.  Ho  you 
not  believe  that  we  ought  to  be  born 
again?  Do  you  not  believe  that  we 
should  become  new  creatures  in  ("hrist 
JeSUS,  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel? 

All  will  say,  yes.  who  understand  the 
Gospel.  Von  must  be  born  again.  Zoo 
must  have  new  desires,    new    hearts,    so 

to  speak,  in  you.  But  what  do  we  BeeV 
We  see  men  following  the  ways  of  the 
world  just  as  much  as  though  they  made 
no  pretensions  to  being  Latter  Day 
Saints.  Hundreds  of  people  who  are 
called  Latter  Day  Saints  you  could  not 
distinguish  from  the  world.  They  have 
the  same  desires,  the  same  feelings,  the 
same  aspirations,  the  game  passions  as 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Is  this  how  Cod 
wants  us  to  be?  No;  ilr  wants  us  to 
have  new  hearts,  new  desires.  He  wants 
us  to  be  a  changed  people  when  we  cm- 
brace  His  Gospel,  and  to  be  animated 
by  entirely  new  motives,  and  have  a 
faith  that  will  lay  hold  of  the  promises 
of  God.  But  the  trouble  is,  the  Proph- 
ets of  God  walk  around  among  you,  and 
you  see  them  all  the  time.  "Why,  I  saw- 
Lorenzo  Snow  today,  and  he  is  just  like  , 
any  other  man.  I  saw  Joseph  F.  Smith, 
and  if  I  had  not  known.  I  might  have 
taken  him  for  anyone  else.  1  saw  some 
of  the  Apostles,  and  they  are  like  Other 
men."  And  because  they  are  like  Other 
men,  therefore  they  must  be  rejected. 
It  is  supposed  that  they  have  more,  pow- 
er than  others.  That  is  a  mistake  that 
the  world  has  always  made.  There  was 
Moses,  one  of  the  mightiest  Prophets 
that  ever  lived.  Did  the.  children  of  Israel 
see  anything  particularly  mighty  in 
Moses?  No;  he  was  one  of  them,  and 
they  saw  nothing  exceptional  about  him. 
Then  there  was  Nephi,  another  mighty 
Prophet.  Brother  Grant  read  to  us  a 
description  of  him.  Did  Xephi's  breth- 
ren see  anything  mighty  in  him?  Why, 
no;  there  was  nothing  to  distinguish  him 
particularly;  and  yet  he  was  a  mighty 
Prophet  whom  God  had  raised  up.  So 
it  was  with  the  Son  of  God  Himself,  the 
mightiest  being  that  ever  trod  the  earth. 
He  descended  from  the  throne  of  His 
Father  and  came  to  earth;  but  men  saw 
nothing  in  Him  different  to  other  men, 
and  they  crucified  Him.  Thus  it  has 
been  in  every  age.  There  have  only  been 
a  few  who  have  ever  discovered  the  pow- 
er of  God  as  manifested  through  His 
servants.  It  is  so  today.  Who  recognized 
Joseph  Smith  as  one  of  the  mightiest 
Prophets  that  ever  lived?  Why,  the 
Saints  themselves  received  with  reluct- 
ance the  truths  he  taught,  and  men  slew 
him,  and  may  possibly  have  thought  they 
were  doing  God's  service,  in  doing  so. 
So  it  has  been  with  those  who  have  fol- 
lowed him  and  have  held  the  keys  of  au- 
thority. They  have  passed  among  their 
fellow  men  and  received  but  little  recog- 
nition. Men  could  see  all  their  faults 
and  failings,  and  could  talk  about  them 
one  to  another;  but  they  could  not  see 
the  divinity  in  them.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  servants  Of  Cod  in  our  midst 
today.  They  are  but  mortal  men,  and 
we  see  their  weaknesses  and  their  defects 
of  character.  These  become  magnified 
in  our  eyes,  and  we.  talk  freely  about 
them.  The  result  is.  we  receive  their 
words  with   reluctance;  we  question  the 
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word  of  God  that  conies  through  them, 
and  wonder  if  it  is  not  alloyed  with 
something  of  their  own. 

What  we  all  need  is  faith — faith  in 
God,  faith  to  believe  that  which  He  tells 
us.  Here  the  brethren  have  been  labor- 
ing for  days  to  tell  us  what  blessings 
will  attend  obedience  to  the  law  of  tith- 
ing— how  our  storehouses  will  be  filled, 
our  fields  be  fertile,  etc.,  in  this  way 
appealing  to  our  selfishness.  We  seem 
to  be  able  to  reach  the  people  better  by 
appealing  to  their  selfish  instincts.  If 
we  can  make,  them  believe  that  they  are 
going  to  get  something  in  return  for 
what  they  do,  it  seems  to  be  more  effect- 
ive than  any  other  way.  It  is  true  that 
these  blessings  will  follow;  but  it  show-?, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  how  our  hearts 
have  to  be  reached.  We  do  not  have 
faith.  If  we  had  faith  as  we  should  have, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  use  such 
arguments.  We  are  like  the.  children  of 
Israel  when  they  fled  out  of  Egypt.  They 
did  not  have  faith.  They  were  enveloped 
jn  the  traditions  of  their  fathers.  They 
were  an  idolatrous  people,  and  had  lived 
among  the  Egyptians  until  they  had  im- 
bibed many  of  their  false  notions.  It 
took  forty  years  wandering  in  the  wil- 
derness to  get  rid  of  the  traditions  they 
had  imbibed,  notwithstanding  the  mighty 
works  which  God  did  in  their  midst.  We 
should  endeavor  to  profit  by  the.  lessons 
of  the  past.  Let  us  put  away  our  hard- 
ness of  heart.  Let  us  be  a  distinct  peo- 
ple. Let  us  try  to  realize  that  we  should 
be  born  of  God,  that  we  should 
have  new  desires  in  our  hearts;  that  we. 
should  put  away  everything  that  is  of- 
fensive in  the  sight  of  God,  and  en- 
deavor to  live  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
laws  and  commandments  that  He  has 
given  unto  us.  There  is  a  class  of  peo- 
ple in  our  midst  that  probably  will  not  be 
obedient.  We  shall  have  that  to  con- 
tend with  as  long  as  Satan  is  un- 
bound: for  he  has  power  over  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  men.  But  we  should 
endeavor  to  lessen  his  power  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  ability. 

In  this  connection  a  great  deal  depends 
upon  the  parents.  My  parents  were  ex- 
ceedingly strict  in  exacting  obedience 
from  their  children.  The  lessons  I 
learned  in  my  boyhood  I  have  never  for- 
gotten. They  have  been  of  service  to 
me  in  my  labors  among  the  people  ami 
with  the  servants  of  God.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  of  a  boastful  nature,  but 
I  never  have  had  the  least  difficulty  thus 
far  in  my  life  in  obeying  the  servants  of 
God.  This  habit  of  obedience  was  formed 
in  me  when  I  was  a  child,  and  I  have 
thanked  God  many  times  that  my  parents 
were  so  determined  that  their  children 
should  be  obedient  to  them.  As  a  re- 
sult of  their  training,  it  has  been  no 
trouble  to  me  to  come  or  to  go,  to  do 
this  or  that,  at  the  request  of  the  serv- 
ants of  God.  Yet  those  who  know  me 
regard  me,  no  doubt,  as  a  man  who  likes 
his  own  way.  That  is  my  nature.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  me  to  have  my  own  way. 
I  am  positive  in  my  nature.  But  it  has 
also  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  obey  the 
servants  of  God.  I  say  to  my  folks  that 
that  is  the  way  we  should  raise  our  chil- 


dren. They  should  be  made  to  do  that 
which  is  required  of  them.  If  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  as  a  people  would  enforce 
obedience  in  the  home,  our  children 
would  grow  up  and  become  men  and 
women  who  would  obey  God,  who  would 
listen  to  His  word,  and  be  as  strict  in 
observing  it  as  they  had  been  to  obey 
the  word  of  their  parents.  But  instead  of 
that  you  see  the  rudeness  of  some  of  our 
children.  The  manner  in  which  they 
conduct  themselves  at  times  is  disgrace- 
ful. I  feel  mortified  occasionally  at  the 
behavior  of  our  children.  There  will 
be  a  meeting  here,  tonight  of  the  Sun- 
day school  workers,  and  we  shall  be  un- 
der the  necessity  of  having  policemen,  if 
we  can  obtain  them,  to  maintain  order 
outside  the  building  and  to  prevent  the 
meeting  being  disturbed  by  the  boister- 
ous conduct  of  a  class  of  boys  and  girls. 
This  is  one  of  the  things  we  should  at- 
tend to. 

I  feel  to  say  that  all  the  evils  we  suffer 
from  are.  due  to  our  disobedience  and 
hardness  of  heart.  The  persecutions  that 
we  have  endured  are  traceable  to  this. 
Our  future  persecutions  will  be  attribut- 
able to  the  same  cause..  Therefore  how 
necessary  it  is  that  we  should  train  our 
children  to  be  obedient  to  authority.  If 
we  will  do  this,  it  will  be  an  easy  thing 
for  them  to  obey  when  they  are  men  and 
women.  A  girl  thus  trained  makes  a 
good  wife.  A  boy  thus  trained  makes  a 
good  husband.  Send  him  on  a  mission, 
and  the  presiding  authority  there  will 
see  the  difference  between  him  and  the 
one  not  trained  in  habits  of  obedience. 
I  have  noticed  it  in  my  experience  in 
the  world.  We  should  think  of  the  fu- 
ture of  our  children.  We  should  not  let 
them  have  their  own  way  in  everything. 
They  should  be  taught  that  it  is  not 
right,  but  that  they  should  submit  to 
the  judgment  of  those  who  are  over  them. 
And  we  should  submit  to  the  will  of  our 
Father  in  Heaven,  whatever  He  requires 
at  our  hands.  If  it  is  to  give  our  tith- 
ing, all  right.  If  it  is  to  consecrate,  all 
right.  We  should  have  faith  that 
the  Lord  has  power  to  bless  us  according 
to  our  devotion  and  diligence  in  keeping 
His  commandments. 

I  trust  that  what  has  been  said  at 
this  conference  will  not  be  lost  sight  of 
and  forgotten  by  us.  I  want  to  see  Zion 
redeemed.  I  pray  for  the  redemption  of 
Zion.  I  labor  for  it.  It  will  be  brought 
about  by  peaceful  methods.  Nobody  need 
be  afraid  of  the  designs  of  the  Latter 
Day  Saints.  We  have  no  designs,  only 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  We 
have,  no  evil  designs  on  anybody.  We 
invite  everybody  to  come  and  partake  of 
liberty  with  us.  We  will  defend  men 
of  every  creed  and  of  every  denomina- 
tion in  their  rights  as  quickly  as  we 
will  our  own  people. 

Joseph  Smith  taught  us  a  lesson  before 
he  died  in  this  respect,  and  it  should 
never  be  forgotten.  It  will  never  be  by 
those  familiar  with  the  circumstances. 
He  invited  men  not  of  us  to  take  part  in 
certain  things,  as  an  example  of  what 
would  be  in  days  to  come.  They  did 
not  belong  to  our  Church;  I  do  not  know 


that  they  belonged  to  any  church.  Some 
people  have  found  fault  with  me  be- 
cause on  one  occasion  I  made,  a  little 
distinction  between  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  the  Church  of  God.  Now,  there  is 
a  distinction,  and  Joseph  Smith  illustra- 
ted it.  He  showed  us  that  when  the 
Lord's  kingdom  should  be  established, 
people,  of  every  creed  and  of  no  creed 
should  have  perfect  liberty  and  protect- 
ion under  it.  It  will  not  be  for  the  Lat- 
ter Day  Saints  alone:  it  will  be  for  the 
protection  of  the  Church  of  God  and 
every  other  church.  God  does  not  de- 
prive men  of  their  agency.  He  lets  them 
worship  according  to  their  consciences.  If 
they  want  to  be  Methodists,  or  Episco- 
palians, or  Catholics,  or  Agnostics,  or 
anything  else,  all  right.  They  can  follow 
Confuscius,  or  they  can  believe  as  the 
Hindoos  do,  or  anything  else,  so  long  as 
they  do  not  trespass  upon  the  rights  of 
their  neighbors.  They  cannot  do  that. 
They  have  no  right  to  force  their  belief 
on  other  people,  or  to  war  on  other  peo- 
ple because  of  their  belief.  God  never 
did  that.  He  will  bless  everyone  of  every 
creed  who  will  serve  Him  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  and  especially  those  who  seek 
to  preserve  the  rights  of  their  fellow- 
men.  For  God  loves  His  children,  and 
He  wants  them  to  have  their  full  agency. 
Of  course,  if  they  rebel  against  Him  and 
reject  His  laws  and  ordinances,  they 
must  meet  the  penalty.  As  a  people,  we. 
ought  to  feel  the  utmost  kindness  and 
to  grant  the  utmost  liberty  to  everyone. 
We  exhibited  that  feeling  when  we  first 
came  to  this  valley.  In  1S49.  when  the 
emigration  came  through  here  to  Cali- 
fornia, I  will  remember  how  many 
preachers  were  invited  to  speak  in  our 
old  Tabernacle  on  the  corner  of  this 
block,  because  President  Young  said  he 
wanted  the  people  to  hear  these,  men  and 
their  views.  For  years  this  was  done. 
Prominent  ministers  were  invited  to 
speak  to  us.  I  remember  Methodist  Bish- 
ops and  others  preaching  to  us  in  this 
Tabernacle.  Why?  Because  we  were 
willing  to  extend  liberty  to  everybody. 
In  return,  we  ask  that  they  will  not  tres- 
pass upon  us.  We  think  we  have  a  right 
to  worship  God  in  our  own  way,  and  we 
try  to  worship  Him  in  that  way  which 
will  be  acceptable  to  Him. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  I  ask  God 
to  bless  you — bless  you  in  your  families 
and  in  everything  pertaining  to  you.  Let 
us  labor  continually  for  the  redemption 
of  Zion  and  for  the  time  when  the  prom- 
ises which  God  has  made  to  Zion  will  be 
fulfilled:  that  we  may  build  the  center 
Stake  of  Zion.  and  rear  the  house  of  th>> 
Lord  there..  There  are  men  standing  in 
this  generation  that  will  see  it  accom- 
plished: but  we  do  not  want  it  put  off  to 
the  very  last.  I>et  us  all  strive  to  fit 
and  qualify  ourselves  and  our  families, 
by  obeying  the  comandments  of  God  to 
the  fullest  extent,  so  that  we  and  our 
families  may  be  remembered  among  those 
who  shall  be  counted  worthy  to  take  parr 
in  the  glorious  work  of  redeeming  Zion. 
and  enjoying  the  blessings  thereof,  which 
I  humbly  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord,     Amen, 


